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Every Student Thriving

20 June 2025

We are about to enter one of the busiest times of the school year with a multitude of
enrichment experiences, transition activities and preparation for the 25/26 academic year.

Year 8 students received their allocated GCSE options this week. If you have questions or queries
about these, please ensure you follow the links sent in the letter. The whole transition to our new
information management system has been relatively smooth but it has also been a massive
undertaking and we thank you in advance for your patience as we navigate this process using
our new system.

Next week is Focus Week which is rammed full of great character building experiences for
our students. Please ensure that water, hats and sunscreen are locked and loaded for the
week. A reminder that children should be wearing school PE kit both in school and on day
trips unless otherwise instructed by the trip leader.

Post Focus Week the school induction programme begins for our new year 7 cohort and
our new year 12 cohort. These are always lively and positive events as we welcome new
members into the Colet family and support others into the next stage of the educational
journey.

We will also be running our first ‘Culture Day’ in order to celebrate and appreciate the wide
variety of cultures that contribute to our community. | am pleased to announce that as part
of the Culture Day Food Festival on Thursday 3rd July, we can also celebrate by wearing
cultural dress! Teachers and Students alike. So please encourage your child to wear
something that represents their Culture and Heritage. Cultural dress encompasses a wide
array of clothing styles, each deeply rooted in traditions, history and identity of specific
cultures or regions. These garments often reflect a community's values, beliefs and cultural
structures.

Examples could be;

Sari, a draped garment often made of silk with diverse regional variations
Kimono, A long robe garment, worn for formal occasions

Kilt, A pleated tartan-pattern skirt associated with scottish identity
Dirndl, a traditional dress consisting of bodice, blouse skirt and apron

| look forward to seeing the different types of dress worn. Please remember to be respectful
and avoid cultural appropriation. It might be worth having conversations at home to explore
family origins and the meaning of any garments within them. This is not a mufti day, if
students choose not to wear cultural dress they are to wear their school uniform.

So it will be a busy end to the term and as usual I'd like to thank you for your continued
support of everything we do - it is very much appreciated!

Take Care - lan Brierly
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Every Student Thriving
REMINDERS & NOTICES

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

FOCUS & Year 10 Work Experience week - 23 -27 June
Year 6 Induction Days - 1& 2 July
Culture Day - 3 July

Year 12 Induction Day - 4 July
Sports Day - 8 July

CURRENT VACANCIES

e Cover Supervisor
e Geography/Business Studies teacher

Please check our website for further details here.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

Thames Valley Police have made us aware of incidents of sextortion and catfishing which
have been taking place involving members of the Aylesbury Vale communities, where
young girls are particularly vulnerable. Please can parents regularly check their child’s
devices for any evidence of this. Should you wish for advice on Online Safety, Sextortion,
Child Sexual Exploitation or other digital safety matters then please visit our website here or
contact the Safeguarding Team at the school.

If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our

Safeguarding Team via - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk

YEAR 12 INDUCTION DAY - 4 JULY

REMINDER :During the Induction Day on Friday 4 July students will find out about life in the
sixth form, try taster lessons in their chosen subjects and discover more about the careers
and next step opportunities that we offer. We warmly encourage all offer holders to attend.
If your child is unable to attend, please email sixthformadmissions@johncolet.co.uk
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https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/parents/be-safe-be-kind/be-safe-be-kind-2/
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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Year 12 Induction Day at

GGy John Colet School
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Friday 4 July 2025

Conditional offer holders are invited to
spend the day at JCS
8:30am-2:30pm
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More info to follow!

#GrowinglLeaders
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As its name suggests, YouTube Kids is a child-friendly version of Google's online video-sharing
platform. Its colourful user interface is designed with young people in mind, and it offers a curated,
family-friendly experience with features like age-based content settings and parental controls.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT
BYPASSING FILTERS @

YouTube Kids I less likely to show E“w
Inappropriate materdal than YouTube,
but there have been reports of the appshowing
age-inappropriote content to young viewers,
One Investigation found that YouTube Kids had
shown videos that promote skin bleaching,
weight loss, drug culture ond llrearma io
chlldren as young as two, os inappropriote
content had bypassed the platiorm's algorithms
and human moderators.

BE WARY OF |
ADVERTISING Q BUY Nowy /

Like Google's regular YouTube app,

YouTube Kids features pervacive advertising
befare a video plays. While thesa adverts are
dasigned to ba family friendly aond are subject to
a strict review process, it's worth neting that
YouTube Kids collects infarmation araund
children’s viewing to infarm targetsd content
and advartisaments

== et ﬂ
DESIGNED TO

BE ADDICTIVE m

YouTube Kids s designed to be addictive, The
platforr’s design features, such as the constant
stream of new videos and the reward system of
points or virtuo| stickers, can ba very angaging
and make it difficult for children to switch off,
Research has shown that spending too much
time using digitol services sUch as YouTube con
tead to screen addiction, affecting children’s
dally routines, studies, ond aven thelr social llves,

A\

PARENTAL CONTROLS

YouTube Kids offers several settings that allow you to manage what content
children can view. For example, you can chooss whot level of content you

want them to access, such as 'Preschool’ or "Younger'. You can olso turn

off the search function, so thot only those videos approved by the YouTube Kids
team themselves will appear on a child’s recommendations list.

o

CHECK WATCH HISTORY

YouTube Kids has maode it easy for you to keep an oye onwhat the children m
In your care have been watching on the app. By clicking en the

‘Recommaended’ icon at the top right of the home screen, you can see k d
which videos they've been viewing, end how much of sach. If a child

watches YouTube Kids while signed Into o Google occount,

you can check their history through Google's "My Activity’ page.

i o m

Meet Our Expert

erienced journalist with mare than 10 years of
experlence covering the technology indus Previeusly a senlor
, Carly Is now a freelance journal
pywriter. Her bylines include Forbes, TechRadar, Tes, The
INQUIRER, The Metra, Uswitch, and WIRED.

full

o

" SETTINGS CAN BE
n"‘ CIRCUMVENTED

YouTube Kids offers bullt-in parental controls,
enabling you ta sét screen time limits and
curate the content children are able to view;
however, children are often more tech-savuy
than we think. They can saslly by poss or tweak
these settings if they hove access to the
assocloted Google account password, thereby
exposing themselves to age-inappropriate and
potantially dangerous content

L S |

Al-GENERATED
MISINFORMATION

Thero Is also o risk of children

accessing videos that contain disinformation
and misinformation. A BEC Investigation found
that soma YouTube channels are using artificial
Intelligonce (Al) technology to create
misleading ‘sclentific’ videos that are
recommaended to children as educational
content. These videos Included consplracy
theories and |deas that lack sclentitic backing.

DATA COLLECTION
RISK

Whila thare are limits on the dota thot

YouTube can collect on childran under 13,
childran can stlil Inadvertently glve away
sensitive information when using YouTube Kids.
Tha plationm collects data on children’s viewing
habits, content searches and location, which
YouTube and third-party advertisars can use.

"OMEWORY

SET TIME LIMITS

The bulit-in parenta| controls let you keep a tob on how long children spend
watching videos. You can get a timer that imits screen time and dizobles the YouTube
Kids apponce o specified iength of time hos been reached. It's also worth speaking to
children about the dangers of spending too much time on YouTube, to ensure they
remain focuzed on other, more important octivities.

WATCH TOGETHER

It's important that you try to make YouTube Kids a fun and positive

sxperience for children. One way to do this is by introducing watching

sassions, where you all gather around and share the most enjoyable 1
videos that you have recently watched. This can be a great way of . -
glving you both new things to talk about and of keeping an eye on

what they're watehing.
Ke U The_

D_Qsdag Colege
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15zLFKfYmmCysMJ5xDK8MPZP6FACep0Mc/view?usp=drive_link
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TOOLED U P The natural environment is precious to us all -

BECAUSE EVIDENCE MATTERS being outdoors gives us an escape from the busy
world of work and education, and offers our
children new opportunities for learning and pleasure.

An increasing amount of research confirms what many parents and educators
know intuitively: spending time in natural spaces and exploring the outdoors can
bring real and lasting benefits to wellbeing, self-esteem and social skills
development.

These Tooled Up resources will help children to explore, have fun and learn in
natural spaces.

Ouir list of 75 Things to Do Outside is packed with suggestions for primary-aged
children who need a little encouragement to step into the outside world! Why not
set a challenge for your child to see how many they can complete?

This downloadable guide to Beach Science for Teens offers enriching,
challenging activities and concepts that are perfect for older children visiting the
coast.

We all want our children to have an enjoyable, but safe time in the sun. Sun safety
is an essential skill for all children to learn, especially when they're growing into
independence. This resource on Keeping Children and Teens Safe in the Sun was

created by a Consultant Dermatologist and will help you ensure your family are
protected on scorching summer days.
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/75-things-to-do-outside
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/beach-science-for-teens
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/keeping-children-and-teens-safe-in-the-sun
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT / ACTIVITIES
@ Buckinghamshire
Council

B
t Autism Eerly Support®

The Parent’s Portal - a free online support
tool for Buckinghamshire parents

To provide early help and guidance and an online community of
support, Buckinghamshire Council have partnered with specialist
local charity Autism Early Support, to offer parents unfimited access
to The Parent's Portal,

This is a self-guided learning tool, designed for parents of children
aged 2-17 years who!

« Have noticed differences in their child and
they're exploring neurodivergence.

= Have Googled, 'is my child autistic? or
‘'what is ADHD?'

- Have an autistic child{ren).

= Are awaiting a neurodevelopmental
assessment.

Since jtg launch
.,mf ! Decepiber
2024, nearly 7q4
hamshi:e
es have

BUCRfr}_g
Tamili
signed yp,

Scan the QR code to register or visit
portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk/bucks-registrations

'i\llyHH'ub
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How to...

Move up to
Secondary School

Course for year 6s

Getting ready to move up to secondary school? Not sure
what to expect? Our 6-week course could help.

We will cover:
+ what to expect at secondary school
= making friends and dealing with peer pressure
» tackling your fears and worries
* getting organised

For more information and to book your place scan
the QR code.

If you need help email:
familyhubgroups@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

@ Q@ O

Monday 9 June  Aylesbury 4:00pm
to Monday 14  Southcourt to
July 2025 Family Centre 5:00pm
Plus

Using the Parent’s Portal
The Parent’s Portal by AES is an online resource that contains:

« Resources to watch and read- A multimedia library of
information available to view and download, available 24/7,
covering topics such as reasonable adjustments to school
distress, neurcdiversity and SalT, and use of medication,

= Live kshops and parent support groups - Interactive
sessions on key topics, bookable in advance, and delivered by
speakers with lived experience and professionals in the field.

= Discussion forums - Exchange ideas and perspectives with
parents and practitioners.

Recent feedback from parents:

9 4% of parents felt they had a better understanding

on topics after attending workshops.

azo’- felt better equipped to support their child
O or young person.

The resources are split into four sections:

- Understanding my child

- Supperting my child with education

« Supporting my child at home

= Family relationships and sibling support

Mo referral is required for families to use the Parent's Portal, and
registration with Autism Early Support is simple and straightforward.

Funded by

INHS |

Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire
and Berkshire West

irtegrated Care Soaed
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Police Update
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CRIME b
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w Barbe dond Roed, Kormton: Gt 2K

10 June 2025
Dear Headisacher,

Child exploitation and online harm video resources

Education plays a critical rols in sardy infervention and crima prevention, and as the Police and Crima
Commissionar for the Thames Valley, | am commitied to supporting schools in crime prevention
awareness and building long-term trust bedween young people, their communities, and policing.

| will shortly be sharing my Education Strategy with you, which aims to achieve a consistent and
informed approach to youth engagemaent by Thames Valley Police with the support of my office. In
advance of that | am pleased 1o share soma current aclivily - bwo shorl wideos thal have been
commissionad by the Viclence Prevention Parinership (VPP} which sils within my portfolio:

You will be aware of the prevalence of crimes affecting young pecple across the couniry including
child exploilation and online harm and it is the YPP's mission o prevent these avents from ocourring
by educating parants, carers and thoss warking with young paople.

The videos have bean prapared wsing subject matier axparts and the lived axperiance of victims.
They have bean funded through the Violenca Prevention Partnership and compliment awarensss
fraining the VPP offer for professionals and those working with young peogple.

Whilst the videos are relavant lo anyone working with young people, they have been designed 1o ba
Thames Valley generic and primarily aimed at parents and carers of school aged children.

| woulbd be grateful if vou were able 1o circulate these links to parents and teachers through your
existing school communication channets. We will be sharing the videos more widely to Thames
‘Valley residents through the media and our online communication channels in mid-Juna.

| hope you will agres that the videos are an excellani platform o raise awarenaess in the community
and can offer guidance to parents and carers who may have concams aboul their children or yourng
peopla in thair carma.

Ir addition, | would like io take the opporiunity o remind you of the free Stay True o You resources
developed by the VPP last year. Stay True to You is an evidence led approach, available for any
parents and adults warking with young peopte, supporting positive conversations and halping young
peopla make their own, good choices.

If you have any gueries about the videos or other resources, or would like further information on the
fraining offered by the Violence Prevention Parnership, please amail

oY Matthew Barbar

Pohice & Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley
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